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Rural Life Sunday To Be Observed May 14 


For more than fifteen years Rogation Sunday (the 
fifth Sunday after Easter) has been recognized as 
Rural Life Sunday among the churches. This year 
Rural Life Sunday falls on May 14th. Since this is 
also Mother’s Day, it is expected that many churches 
will use either May 21 or May 28 for the observance. 

The department of Social Welfare and Rural Work 
has prepared a pamphlet entitled “The Rural Church 
in a World at War,” which will be sent to all pastors 
and churches in communities of 2500 population or 
less and in the open country. An appropriate worship 
service has also been prepared which will be sent free 
in sufficient quantities for the occasion if requested. 
Rural Life Sunday will be featured in Christian Evan- 
gelist, World Call and other brotherhood publications by 
special articles dealing with the rural church. In some 
places rural and urban pastors will exchange pulpits. 
In many communities farm organizations make it a 
practice to attend church in a body. In Ohio the Master 
of the Grange has called upon all of the 1000 local 
Granges to cooperate with the churches of their re- 
spective communities to make observance of the day 
a success. 

The Disciples of Christ have something more than a 
mere stake in the rural church. Our life as a religious 
body began in the rural areas and today more than 
half our congregations are located in areas designated 
by the Census Bureau as rural. A church located in 
a community of 2500 populatin or less may not think of 
itself as a rural church, but if it will examine the com- 
munity in which its roots are imbedded it will find 
that its very life is drawn from the soil. The fact that 
such a church has few farm families in its membership 
and that its support comes from storekeepers, lawyers, 
doctors, bankers, garage owners, clerks and working 
people does not in the least argue that it has no stake 
in the rural problem. There are few communities of 
2500 population whose people are not dependent for 
a livelihood upon the farming areas adjacent to them. 
Storekeepers, lawyers, doctors, bankers, garage own- 
ers, clerks and working people in such communities get 
a large share of their living from farm trade and their 
prosperity rises or falls with that of the farmer. hi 
the town church consciously or unconsciously sets the 
town limits as the boundary of its spiritual concerns 
and neglects the outlying rural areas it is neglecting 
one of the most fruitful opportunities of its life. Ameri- 
can city churches are not reproducing themselves. If 
it were not for the fresh new life being constantly 
drawn in from town and country our cities would begin 
to decline in a generation. Therefore no city man who 
is concerned for the bread that he eats, for his own 
future and the future of ‘his children can be indifferent 
‘to the needs of rural America. The strengthening of 
the rural church is vital to the strengthening of rural 


American life. 
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Prepare the people of your church for the “New 

World A’Comin.” Start a class in “The Church and 

the New World Mind.” Study Guide 25c per copy. 


Indianapolis, Indiana 


April, 1944. 


Drake Conference Follow-Up Beginning 
To Roll 


The Drake Conference on “The Church and the 
New World Mind” was designed to launch a brother- 
hood wide program of study and discussion of post- 
war problems. It was the unanimous opinion of those 
present that the sessions at Drake were among the 
most creative and constructive ever held by our broth- 
erhood. Evidence continues to accumulate that out of 
that conference a new world mind is emerging among 
Disciples of Christ. 


The Christian Board of Publication placed the book 
of Drake lectures on sale April 1st and it is believed 
that sales will far exceed that of any book put out by 
the board in recent years. Dr. John L. Davis has 
completed the manuscript of the “Study Guide on the 
Church and the New World Mind” and the Christian 
Board of Publication plans to have it on sale not later 
than May 1st. The Study Guide is based upon the 
lectures delivered at Drake, the findings of the sem- 
inars and the discussions from the floor. It is designed 
as a study course for church schools, mission study 
classes, young peoples and adult conferences and other 
groups. The Study Guide will be 514x814 inches in 
size, 64 pages and cover, and will sell for 25c a single 
copy, or 20c per copy in lots of one dozen or more. 
The Drake Lectures (“The Church and the New World 
Mind’’) sells for $2. A limited number of copies of 
the Seminar Findings are available at 35 cents each, 
or 8 for $1.00, postpaid. The lectures and the Study 
Guide should be ordered from the Christian Board of 
Publication, 2700 Pine Blvd., St. Louis 3, Missouri, and 
the Seminar Findings from the Commission on World 
Order, 222 S. Downey Ave., Indianapolis 7, Indiana. 

The best evidence of the value of the Drake Con- 
ference is the fact that those who were present went 
home to do something about making the brotherhood 
conscious of the emerging new world mind and the 
place of the church in it. 

The Virginia Christian Ministers Retreat met at 
Lynchburg on March 18, 14 and 15, with both Leslie 
R. Smith of Cincinnati and Dr. John L. Davis of In- 
dianapolis, present to discuss problems of the new 
world mind. On March 13 James A. Crain led the 
Central Kenutcky ministers in consideration of this 
theme at the College of the Bible at Lexington. Illinois 
will give time in each of five district conventions to 
this theme in April and early May. Ministers in the 
Chicago area will hold two meetings to discuss the part 
the Disciples should play in the post-war world, one 
on April 16 at the Maywood church, Basil Holt pastor, 
and the other on April 23 at Harvey, Illinois. C. C. 
Morrison will lead the discussion at the Maywood meet- 
ing and James A. Crain at the Harvey meeting. Min- 
isters of the Los Angeles area are planning to give the 
entire day of May 9, including dinner and evening ses- 
sion, to discussions of the issues raised at Drake. 

In each of the 12 Convocations to be held during 
April and May an evening session will be given to the 
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Summer Courses For Town and Country 


Church Leaders 


Educational opportunities available to town and 
country pastors and church leaders are listed in an 
announcement released by the Committee on Town and 
Country of the Home Missions Council of North Amer- 
ica and the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ 
in America. The purpose of these courses offered by 
universities, state agricultural and mechanical col- 
leges, theological seminaries and summer conferences 
is to provide in-service training for town and country 
pastors, to help them to develop programs that will 
give the church a more commanding position in rural 
life and to emphasize the importance of rural life and 
religion to the welfare of the nation and to the world. 
Opportunities are also provided for closer contacts 
between rural ministers and agricultural leaders. In 
some of the schools, particularly those running for two 
weeks or more, credit may be had on graduate degrees. 
Costs are kept at a minimum, ranging from $35 for 
tuition and room in a five-week school down to $5 to 
$7.50 for the one week school, depending upon institu- 
tion selected. Some communions make a practice of 
offering scholarships or financial assistance to town 
and country pastors attending these schools and in- 
stitutes. Communications from ministers of Disciples 
of Christ should be addressed to James A. Crain, ex- 
ecutive secretary, department of Social Welfare and 
Rural Work, 222 S. Downey Avenue, Indianapolis 7, 
Indiana. 


Among the institutions offering such courses are 
the following: 


(Uinivicnsitigoim Wisc ON Sin === ne July 10-21 
Washington State College... uu... July 24-Aug. 4 
Shattuck School, Faribault, Minn................. July 10-21 
Chicago Theological Seminary............ To be announced 
Morgan College, Baltimore, Md............. Aug. 28-Sept. 6 
Carrettpbiblicalalnshibutes==—=anee June 19-July 21 
[Opannieresiitny Cnt WOUGR NONE eee Summer session 
ar: CLO mW CSI Veen eee July 10-14 
Wareolytechnicn institute sss ae=amanele nn July 3-7 
Duk eMUniyersi ty sere ea eee May 29-June 8 
Nebraska College of Agriculture... June 19-23 
Rennes states ollleg ec smsts ean June 19-23 
Bhitanderssmithm Colleges: sss crreen June 19-24 
Claflin College___.... 28 ee | EE July 3-8 
Bennett: College. ae A pet eee eS July 10-15 
Scearritt College April 15-25 


These summer conferences are announced: 


Wanderbiltg Universit yas een nae April 17-21 
Rural Ministers’ Summer Camp, 

meeomp, Ono, Utica, Ohio 0 ne Aug. 2-5 
Ministers Work Camp, Alpine, Tennessee....Aug. 1-15 
Jains Choco (Colllxee April 10-15 
Move, IN, ee WE (Oe, April 17-28 


aes a ee eee One, May 15-20 
N. C. State College.. June 26-July 1 
S<2Castate,Collepeme ss Aruhess es ieens June 12-23 


The Case of Chaplain Talbott 


In its issue of February 7, 1944, Time gave a 
column to the story of the Rev. Norbett G. Talbott, 
Methodist minister of Huntingburg, Indiana, who re- 
signed his commission as a Navy Chaplain after a 
Survey Board consisting of three Navy Chaplains had 
suggested that his duties might be that of giving talks 
on sex prophylaxis and throwing a beer party and 
dance for sailors on shore leave. On December on, 
1943, Mr. Talbott made an affidavit in which he 
swore that his resignation was “recommended, ten- 
dered and accepted’’ on the basis of his opposition to 
“certain social situations in which Chaplain in the 
Navy might be called upon to participate where the 
beverage use of alcohol liquors is involved. xe 

The Alabama Temperance Alliance Bulletin, in its 
March issue published a lengthy excerpt from a letter 
written by Mr. Talbott to the Rev. J. Oliver Buswell, 
Jr., secretary of the Commission on Chaplains of the 
American Council of Churches (no connection with the 
Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America). 
Social Action Newsletter gives below the substance of 
this communication for the light it throws upon the 
problem of rendering a religious ministry to men in 
uniform where the minister is under the command of 
officers of the armed forces and not under the guid- 
ance of the church. 

Mr. Talbott states, “ ... I was sworn into the 
Navy on June 10, 1943, entered Naval Training School 
(Chaplains) at Williamsburg, Va., on June 15, 1948, 
having received my commission as a Lieutenant in 
the Chaplains Corps. As our period of indoctrina- 
tion came to a close, members of our class, in accord- 
ance with the custom prevailing, were met individually 
by a Survey Board composed of three Navy Chaplains. 
The purpose of this board seemed to be to appraise the 
personality and reaction of each candidate to ques- 
tions which were asked and the conversation which 
ensued.” 

Mr. Talbott declares that three hypothetical situ- 
ations were put to him and his reactions to each were 
asked by the Survey Board. 

“Suppose your ship is coming into the harbor after 
several months at sea. The men have been under 
weeks of strain in the battle area. They have had 
little recreation and no opportunity for liberty. The 
Captain calls you into his office and says, ‘Chaplain, 
here is $500 which I am making available to you. I 
want you to go ashore, rent a hotel, make arrange- 
ments for a dance, get the orchestra, provide some beer 
for the men and let them have a real good time and 
express themselves.’ What would your reaction be? 

“Or, another situation! Your ship is coming into 
port after several months at sea. The men have had 
very little freedom and some will, no doubt, take their 
first opportunity te make contact with women. Your 
commanding officer orders you to give the men a talk 
on the necessity and use of preventive measures in 
order that they will know how to protect themselves 
against disease. What would be your reaction? 

“Or, still another situation. One of the officers of 
your group has received an advancement in rank. In 
celebration he invites several fellow officers, you in- 
cluded, to a party where there will be plenty of drink 
and an opportunity for a big celebration. What would 
be your reaction?” 

Mr. Talbott declares that he told the Board that 
he had had no reason to suppose the duties of a Navy 
Chaplain included such tasks and that the situations 
presented to him ran counter to everything he stood 
for in his ministry; that his convictions about them 
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On Social Frontiers 


Congressmen who bitterly fought food subsidies for 
their constituents have no such objections to food sub- 
sidies for themselves. At least it would so appear from 
the fact that an appropriation of $85,000 was recently 
voted to meet the deficits of the House and Senate 
restaurants where they eat. The House Appropriations 
Committee cut $22 million from the budget to provide 
child care centers for war workers, aid to schools, 
hospitals, clinics, recreation and like. Some $17 mil- 
lion was cut from the appropriation for emergency 
housing and $50 million from the appropriation ta 
provide hot lunches for underpriviliged school chil- 
dren. 
| * * * 
| Announcement is made that the Western Great 
Lakes United Adult Conference, held for the past sev- 
eral years at Oakwood Park and Hotel, near Syracuse, 
Indiana, will this summer be held in cooperation with 
the Missionary Education Movement. The conference 
is planned for the period July 2-7 and the theme 
“Churchmanship Today for the World Tomorrow” has 
been adopted. The conference is planned to meet the 
needs of city, town and country church leaders, de- 
nominational and interdenominational executives, lay 
adult leaders and home and foreign missionaries. Ad- 
dress inquiries to the Rev. Howard J. Baumgartel, di- 
rector, YMCA Building, Indianapolis, Indiana. 

* * * 


James Mullin, Disciple, member of the First Chris- 
tion Church, Brookville, Indiana, has been appointed 
by the American Friends Service Committee to head up 
its service to conscientious objectors in prison. Prior 
to his recent appointment he was director of Gorham 
and Campton (N.Y.) Civilian Public Service camps 
and before that he was in the Philedalphia head- 
quarters of the American Friends Service Committee. 
Mr. Mullin is a nephew of Mrs. R. Melvyn Thompson, 
wife of the pastor of the First Christian Church, New 
Castle, Indiana, and a frequent convention speaker. 

* * * 


‘Fed up’ with anti-labor propaganda among the 
men of the armed forces, the CIO, through its newly 
organized National CIO War Relief Committee, began 
on March 1 the publication of a new servicemens’ 
newspaper, entitled “48.” The meaning of the un- 
usual title is made clear by the figure 48 superimposed 
on a white outline map of the U.S. against a blue back- 
ground, making a combination of red, white and blue. 
In launching Volume 1, Number 1, of the journal, 
President Philip Murray of the CIO declared the pur- 
pose of the publication to be “to strengthen the bond 
of brotherhood between the American in uniform and 


the American in overalls.” 
* * k 


The National CIO War Relief Committee has 
opened offices at 1776 Broadway, New York City and 
is making strenuous efforts to bring CIO local unions 
into closer contact with social agencies in every city 
where such local unions exist. Its Division of Com- 
munity Services reported in March that the program 
of labor participation in social welfare work has caught 
on so quickly that its plan of selecting a few cities 
for experimentation is no longer possible and the Divi- 
sion is now concerning itself with finding techniques 
to keep pace with local developments. In keeping with 
the policy adopted at the last convention in Buffalo, the 
first CIO servicemens’ canteen in the South opened in 
the CIO headquarters building in Memphis. When the 
Sojoiner Truth Branch of the YWCA in Newark, N. J., 
located in a Negro slum area, was forced to vacate, the 
greater Newark CIO Council undertook to raise the 
$80,000 needed for new quarters. 
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Now Is The Time for All Good Men... 1” 


Representative Charles A. Halleck of Indiana, who 
in his spare time heads one of the more vocal “viewers- 
with-alarm”’ groups, says he would lay down his life 
in the fight to keep America free from grade labelling. 
What is this terrible blight of “grade labelling” against 
which Congressman Halleck so boldly bares his breast 
and offers his life? Stated in its simplest terms it 
is nothing more than a requirement that a food manu- 
facturer must tell on the label of a package what he 
has put inside of it. In canned foods, it means that in 
addition to the requirements of the Pure Food and Drug 
Act that compels the processor to tell whether or not he 
has put benzoate of soda or other chemicals in the pro- 
duct, he shall state also whether the contents are first, 
second or third grade in quality. Under grade labelling 
anyone can look at the label of a can of peas and tell 
whether or not the contents were picked when they 
were picked when ripe and full of milk or whether they 
remained on the stalk until they were hard. Under 
grade labelling brand names would lose much of their 
advertising value since the label would tell exactly the 
quality of the goods. 

As reported by CIO News Service, Mr. Halleck 
recently told the Cincinnati Advertisers Club that he 
“would lay down his life to keep America free from 
grade labelling.” “If in the end, I poison myself by 
eating the wrong kind of food.” or cut my throat by us- 
ing the wrong kind of razor blade, or freeze to death 
sleeping under the wrong kind of blanket, I shall go to 
my reward secure in the knowledge that I have lived 
and died as a free-born American should.” 

All of which will doubtless appeal to most people 
as the height of something-or-other. 


Texans Plan for Social Progress 

Early in March Fort Worth was the scene of a 
meeting in which for the first time in the history of 
the state farm, labor, old age groups and other pro- 
gressives joined to support a legislative program de- 
signed to promote better social legislation and better 
representation for Texas in state and national legis- 
lative bodies. Among the nearly 100 persons in at- 
tendance on the meeting were representatives of the 
National Farmers Union, the Railroad Brotherhoods, 
the CIO, the AFL, Allied Printing Trades, Social Se- 
curity League, and other groups. A legislative pro- 
gram adopted included the following points: 

1. Work for uncompromising victory over the Axis 
and support of the win-the-war-now program. 

2. Maximum pensions for the aged. 

3. Support of the OPA in its efforts to control 
prices. 
4. Fight for the federal soldiers’ ballot. 

5. Opposition to the poll tax and support of leg- 
islation to abolish it. - 

6. Support of the President’s seven-point stabili- 
zation program, the rollback of prices and continued 
payment of subsidies. 

7. Continuation of the AAA program and parity 
prices to farmers. j 

8. Equal educational opportunities, equal economic 
opportunities and equal right to the enjoyment of an 
American standard of living for every person in the 
state, regardless of race, color or creed. ; 

9. Every returning veteran to be returned to his 
job where possible and to be rehabilitated where nec- 
essary. 

10. Legislation to provide for a true secret ballot. 

11. To demand that “states rights” shall not be 
perverted to deny the constitutional rights of Texas 


citizens. 
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Brutality At Springfield Medical Center 
Denied 


Denial that there have been incidents of “premedi- 
tated or calculated brutality or mistreatment” of in- 
mates of the Medical Center for Federal Prisoners at 
Springfield, Missouri, as charged by inmates and pub- 
lished by the New York World-Telegram, is made in a 
lengthy document issued by the U. S. Department of 
Justice under date of March 11th. The denial of “pre- 
meditated” brutality or mistreatment of prisoners was 
made on the findings of a five-man committee, consist- 
ing of Federal Judge George H. Moore of Missouri, 
John R. Bell of the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Julius M. 
Klein of the St. Louis Star-Times, Dr. Lawrence Kolb, 
Medical Director of the U.S. Public Health Service and 
James V. Bennett, director of the Federal Bureau of 
Prisons. Bennett and Dr. Kolb are officials of the 
two federal bureaus responsible for the operation of 
the Medical Center. Members of the committee made 
individual reports on their finds. 

Judge Moore, while disclaiming evidence of “pre- 
meditated or calculated” brutality, declares that there 
may have been some instances in which certain at- 
tendants used more force than was necessary in deal- 
ing with recalcitrant patients. Julius Klein reported 
that twenty-five inmates testified to personal knowl- 
edge of beatings of themselves or other inmates and 
two others gave hear-say evidence. Though there was 
some evidence of collusion in testimony, he thought 
the evidence could not altogether be ignored. Both 
the Protestant and Catholic chaplains and one of the 
psychophysiologists supported brutality charges. John 
R. Bell reported evidence of some scattered cases of 
mistreatment, due to poorly paid and poorly trained 
attendants. There was a staff turnover of 71% during 
1943. Salaries of $1,320 (now $1,680) per year as 
against a base pay of $2,040 for guards has created 
some staff dissatisfaction. It was also brought out 
that the warden under whom the brutality is alleged 
to have occured has been replaced and the salaries of 
attendants increased as above noted. Attendants will 
also get better training. 

A careful study of the full report leaves the reader 
uncertain as to the adequacy of the denials. The re- 
port indicates that there have been instances of rough 
treatment, though attendants uniformly denied the 
charges of inmates. The fact that many of the inmates 
are psychopathic or psychotic and have persecutory 
complexes must be taken into consideration. In view 
of the testimony one can not help but feel that Mr. 
Bennett, whose own administration is involved, and 
who wrote the report, strained the evidence in order 
to reach a conclusion that no further investigation is 
necessary. 


Drake Conference Follow-Up 
(Continued from Page 1) 


Drake Conference, with Dr. Roger T. Nooe, Charles 
P. Tupper and Leslie R. Smith serving as Convocation 
speakers. Many state and district conventions are 
building their programs around the issues that were 
raised at Drake and it is expected that “The Church 
and the New World Mind” will loom large at the Inter- 
national Convention at Columbus, Ohio next October. 
This will be the theme of study courses in more than 
one hundred young peoples conferences this summer 
and in many of the adult conferences. Plans are under 


way to promote the study in every church in the broth- 
erhood. 


Every day it becomes more apparent that the 
church of the future will have to grapple with such 
problems as the nature of religious faith in the new 
world, the conditions in economics and industry on 
which peace can be had at home, the place of educa- 
tion and culture in planning for peace, the relation of 
which the statesmanship, the press and world opinion, 
the responsibility of the church for peace at home and 
abroad. To meet these issues the Disciples of Christ 
must begin now to prepare if they are to serve the 
needs of the kingdom of God in the future. 


The Case of Chaplain Talbott 


(Continued from Page 2) 

were as deep as his call to preach and that should 
such orders be given him he would be unable to obey. 
He declares that one member of the Board said, 
“Whether we like to admit it or not, these things are a 
part of the life of many men in the Navy. Men want 
their Chaplain to be one of them. And the Navy has 
not relieved the Chaplain of many duties of which he 
is freed in the Army. If the Navy Chaplain will asso-. 
ciate with the men in their good times, not be aloof. 
and apart, will help them in their recreation and social! 
life, then they will come to the place where they will! 
say, ‘He’s a good scout, let’s go to his service.’ In this: 
way you will get hold of your men.” 

When he still insisted that these things were in: 
violation of his ministry, Mr. Talbott says a member: 
of the Board asked him, “How would you feel about! 
resigning? No doubt you will be happier in a civilian: 
parish and can do more good there than in the Navy.” 
With this verdict he agreed. 

Some days later the commanding officer of the: 
school told him that the Survey Board had recom— 
mended his resignation because his position on the 
liquor question would create difficulties and cause 
him embarrassment. He urged that Mr. Talbott fol- 
low the recommendation of the Survey Board andi 
offered to help start proceedings. After a second effort 
to get him to change his mind, the resignation was 
accepted and an honorable release was given him. 

We do not know Mr. Talbott and consequently are 
unable to evaluate the general attitudes and personality; 
traits that may have entered into this situation. Many; 
hundreds of ministers are entering the Chaplaincy of: 
both the Navy and the Army and we cannot assume 
that they are less ethically sensitive than Mr. Talbott. 
We do know that not every man who is a successful 
parish minister possesses the temperament to be #& 
good Chaplain. But we know also that codes of accept- 
able or tolerated moral conduct in all branches of the 
armed services are apt to be considerably more liberal 
than in the average civilian parish or community and 
that sometimes Chaplains have to serve under com- 
manding officers who have little regard for thei 
spiritual function and make demands upon them tc 
which they must either acquiesce or appeal to the Chiet 
of Chaplains, with all the tension in personal rela- 
tionships that such an action involves. Catholic Chap-+ 
lians are somewhat better protected since they can ap- 
peal to an ecclesiastical superior who will take the mat- 
ter up officially with the Chief of Chaplains. 

If, as Mr. Talbott’s affidavit alleges, one member ot 
the Survey Board admitted that Navy Chaplains are 
sometimes required to perform duties that are repug- 
nant to their calling, the Navy Chaplains Corps shoulc 
have a frank understanding with the Navy Depart. 
ment as what duties may be demanded of Chaplains: 
Failing that the Commission on Chaplains of the Fed, 
eral Council should take the matter up and “- 


to secure a ruling that will protect them. 


